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Here beginneth certainc merry Tales of 
the Mad-men of Gott ars. 


The firſt Tale. 


=X7 ere was two men of Got- 
is fam, and the one of them 


| was going to the Barket fo 

| #4 Nottingham fo buy ſheepe, 
| > #3 b | and the other came from the 
L-- PBarkiet ; andboth met foge- 


CER ther vpon' Rottinghanr- 
badge ? Well ct ſaid the one fo the 8ther ; 
whither be y# going © Said he that came from 
Noftingham, Marry, ſaid he that was going 
thither, 1 goe t&the market fo buy ſh&pe. Buy 
| Hepe ſtd the other, and which way wilt thou 
| A them home 7 warry ſaid the other, J will 
 baing them ener this bzidge : 45y Robin had 
; faidhe that came from Nottingham, but thou. 
| ſhalt nof.ByPaidmarrtian,ſaidhe that was go- 
| Ig ts. wii. Thou ſhalt te 
L 


4 


the one» J will, ſaid the other. Ter here, ſaid? 
ene! ®hue there, {id theother, Then they beats 
017 Tag?s againi fe ground, one againft 


the wierg dd £7 $512 2rne an hundzedlhepe 
bec: «+ £.\..7%, Yd inlaid the one, Weware 
ty 5:49 onr the baidge of my (hepe, ſaid 


tle .. vSL, I 4.72 nc, fad th2 ofher, they ſhall 
NG. 4972 is wap, ad the wn. $3 But they (ſhall, 
fais c: bilo wb pho LA) 23 cal Yo vther,t if that thou 


, — 


Wk wa 9) is Do. 5 Wii put ny finger in thy | 


N13uc.)- < :d thoa wilt, ſaid the other, Anon as | 


th.v were a; their cmntention, another man of 
G «cta'n came fro.” the inarket with a ſacke of 


mcale vppon a hozr. and ſ&ing and hearing. 


his neiahbours at trife fo2 Hepe, and none bes 
twirt them, ſatd,Ah f'rles, will you nener kearn 
wit 2 Yelpe me, 'atd he that yad the meale, and 
lap my ſack vv0:nn my ſhould2r, they d:d ſa, And 
Þ* vent to the one ſive of the bzidge, and vnlas 
ſed the mauth of the ſacke, and did ſhake out all 
his mcale 1143 the Riuer. Now nceigbours faid 


Now by my fa:!fh ſaid he, even as much wit vs | 


the mans how 5uch meale is there tn my ſacke ! 
now? Parry there is none at all, ſaid they, | 


in your two heads,fo ſfrine foz that thing yoy | 


Hanz nof. | 
Which 1s. the wiſelt of all theſe the per 
(ons, fudge yarr 2 The 
A : 


—ccc_—  . 


| 


| 
b 
; 


: 
The ſecond Tale. 


Tn a mancf Gottam bid ride tothe 
market with two butheils of Wheafe, and 
becauſe his hozie ſhou'!dnot beare heauy, he caz 
ried his cozne vpon his owne necke, + did ride 
vponhis hozſe, becauſe his hozie ſho.ld not cas 
ry to heaup a burthen. Judge you which was 
the wiſeft, his hozſe oz htmſcite. 


The third Tale. 


Na time the men of Gottam would hane 
pinned in th: Cuckes, whereby thee lyculd 
ſing all the pzere,and.n the nidtff of p town thep 
made a hedge zound n compalie , wind they had 
gof a Cuckoo,and had pit yer mito it, anv lads 
Sing here all the y&re- and thou ſhalt lacks 
neither meat noz dainke. The Ci:ckooas ſwne 
as ſhe perceived her ſelfe incompalled withirg 
the hedge flew away. 4 vengance on her (aid 
they, ws made not eur hedge high enough. = 


Thefourth Taje: 


Tt was a man of Gottatn, the which 
3 went co the market to Jotfinghani to ſell 
Thee, and as he was going downs the hill to 

FR Nc 
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Nottinghambaivge, one of hig Cheeſes did fall 
out of his wallet and ran downe the hill. A whoz- 
ſons ſatd the fellow, ean you ran fo the Þarke£ 
alone 2 J wilt ſend the one after the other of 
yott» Then he? layddowne his wallet, and toke 
the Cheſes, anddid famblts thembowne the hill 
one after another, and ſome ran into one buſh, 


and ſome into another, And at the latt he ſaid, ' 


A 
And when the fellow came into the 
place to meet his Cheeſes,he fayed there till the 
Parket was almoſt done. Then he went about 
and did enquire ofhis Neighbozs and other men, 
if they did ſ& his Cheeſescome fo the Barkef 7 
JUho ſhould bing them,ſaid one of the Harkef- 
men 2 Parry themlelues ſaid the fellow, they 


charge you a!l met me tn the Parket-place. 


knew the way well enough. De ſaid a venges | 


ance on them all, I did feare to ſ& my Cheeſes 
xun ſo fat, that they wonlvrun beyond ths mar- 
ket: Jam now fully perſwaded that they be 


now almolk at Pozke. Wherenpon he fozthwith 
hiredahozle to ride after to Pozke to ſeeke his 


Thwoſes, where they were not. 4But to this day 
noman coaldtell him ofhis Cheeſes, 


The fift Tale. 


Pers wasa man of Gottaur, who bonghs 
| & ab Nottingham a Tenet oz a EE 


 , 


gparkefs 


—x- —_—— at. ts. YL 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| come home ifhe will. Where left ye the Treu: 
 faid the Wife? At Gottam hill ſatd the mai. 


: 
: 
b 


| to 


« | beare me home ifthou wilt, and lo ſet1tdowns 
' on theground, and (of 


| 4 


ifs downe thereups 
and ſaid to the Treuef, hears me as long as 


bozue ths, foz if thou doe not thou ſhall 
and fil] foams. The man of Gotfam did ſa 


Chat his Trouct would not goe further, tank 
fill, (aid he,in the Pares name, and follow ms 


if thou wilf, I will tell the& the right way tomp 
ome. When he did cams home to his hauls, 
wife ſaid, Where is my Zreuifte£ Lhe man 


' (aid, he hath tha& legs aud J haue but two, any 


Jdid teach him the way to myhouſe, lef 


The wile did runuo and fetch home the LrenetL 
"pM ozelſe the had laT it thaough her 


The ſixt Tale. 
dwelt a Pmith at Gotfam, who had 
i nelt in the firaw in the end of 


LET 
© pes were (8 
bulte, Lynt the bile tres eg _— 


| 8 
be being angry, ſaid,aif thott wbzkhy fo lieepe i 
F92ge 02 no, to yaue wen tung here with 


| 
| 
| 


waſps? > ne1ghvouc, .atd the @mith,be content = 
Þ will put them frow this n:Mﬀ by and by, uns 


mediatcly hz toke a Coulter , andheafedit i 


his Fozge glowing hot, and he th2uft it ins 
_ to the iraw in the end of his Fozge, and ſohe 
ſethts 3fo2ge -; fire, burnt it vp. Then ſaid the 


Smith, and told thee J would fire them fozth 


pf therr neſt. 


VV 


The ſcanenth Tale. 
Hen that gs d- Friday was come, the 


their red Þcrring, their @p;ats and ſalt Filh 2 
Dae conſulted 24th the other, and agre*d that 
ſuch fiſh ſhould be c:T into therr Pond oz p ile 
{the which was in tye middle of the % orng) 


that if might tncrea'e againſt the next peerz-E | 


every man th.it had any Fiſh leſt, did caſt thm 
into the ÞP 1c. Zhe one ſatÞd -J have thus many 


white Y*rrings 2 another ſaid, I hane thus mas'| 


ny Sr ;- tz ; another (aid, F have thus many red 
Perimcs { and the other ſaid, J Hane thus may 
t7 ſoit Fiſhes. Let all gos together info the 
Þ :1- 02 Pond, 2nd we tall fare 11.e Lo2ds 9 


next Lent : at the beginaing of the next ar" | 
fo! 


men of Gottazn did calf thri he..ds | 
£ogether what fcdo with theur white Þerrings | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Gllowing, the men did vzain the Pony fo haye 
their 411, and there was nothing but a gre 
Cele. 
Ah ſaid they all, a mi:cheife on this Eele, foz 
be hath eate vp all aur Fiſh. Wiyat ſhall we 


woe With him, ſaid the cneto the other? Kill 


bim, ſaid the one of them, chop him all to pieces 
aid another. Nay, not lo, ſaid the othcr, Lee 
vs dzowne him 2 be iſs, ſai all. 

They went to another Pale 02 Pond by, 
ard did caſt inthe @ele into the water. Lye 
there ſaid thep, and ſhift foz thy ſelfe, fczns 
helze thcu (halt h-ue of vs.and there they leff 
the Cel: to be dzo '1n-Þ, 


The eight Tale» 

Nat:ime the men of Gotfam hay foxgot- 
ten tf. pay thetr cut ic their Landlozd» 
&% he one «ld 9 the cthei; £@o 6310 is our 
pay day, aid what 1cmedy hail ve find *ofend 
eur 2 9acy to c@1 Þcad, The cne ſaid, this day 
Jhaue f3ken a quicce Lare,and he ſhall carip 
it, fc: hr 1s light of fot : 3Be it ſo ſaidall,he hal 
have aLetter and a putile fo puf :ndur motiey, 
and wee ſhall birct tin" the .cady way, any 
when the Letters vere waitten, and the mony 
put ina Parſe, they d'd tye them about the 
Yares necks, ſaywg, 3 Firft, tboy piuft goe fo 

LOugh/ 
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Loughbozow,and fhen to Leiceſter, and at Nes 
warke there is our Lozd, and commend vs ts 
him, and there is his dutie. The Yare as ſans 
as he wag out of thetr hands, he did run a cleane 
contrary wap : ſome crted to hin, ſaying; thou 
mutt goe to Loughbozow firſt, ſome ſai, left the 
Bare alone, he& can tell a nerer way then the 
bef® of vs all voe, let him goe 2 another ſaid, if is 
a ſubfle Bare let her alone, ſhe will not kep the 
highway fs; feare of dogs, 


The niath Tale. | | 
N a time there was one of Gattam was 
a mowing in the meads, and found a great | 
Graſhopper : he caff downe his ſithe, and did | 


run home to his neighbours and ſaid, that there 
was a Dinell in the field thaf hopped in the | 
- Graſſe: then there was euary man ready with | 
Clabs and Stanes, with Palberts and other 
weapons togoe and kill the Graſhopper: when 
thep did coms to the place where the Graſs 
hopper thould be, ſaid the one to the other, let 
_ enery man croffe himſelife from the Diuell, oz | 
we will nof meddle with him. And lo theyre- | 
kurned againe, and ſaid, we wore well ble 
thisvay that we wentno further. Ah cowards 
ſaid he that hav the Sithe in the mead. Yelpe 
me ts fetch my Dithe : No-lgid they, REED 


my 


—_— _ 


| hone of vs that bid come fro 


| 


! 
' 


| thaf, fa 
| they fs 


E- 


> | 
to flepe in a bhole skin,beffer it ts | | 
»bhan fo marre vp all. "RO 


The tenth Tale. 


and ſame &od vyen 
heu that thep went meh => 
(aid fo tho other, wo haue ventured wonders 
full hard this day inwading. I pay God that 
m home be d2ows-s 
d ths ons fo the other, let vs ſ& 
h+ = gy of'vs come out 2 any 
them » (Nd ener 
eleuen,and the twelfth man vi Brood 
ſelfe. Alas ſaid the one to the 
one of vs dzowbned. Thoy 


ned. Parry laid 


what 
2 And lvhy they were ſe 
this day we went taſtth it 
, and there did come out twelue of 
dzoned. Why ſaid the Coun» 


lozry? D, ſaid they, 
Wzoke 
bs, andone ts 


' tier, tell how many be of yog. And theone teld 


| t1onon, andhedid nat fell hiniſelfe. Well, ſaid 


f 
: 


| 


by Comtler hae twill ewgins me, and vill 
ef'vg 


—_- 
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find out twelne men? Dir, ſatd they, all che mos 


ney that we haue. Gwe me the money, (aid the 
Courtier : and hee began with the firlt and did 


giue him a recom-endibus ouer the ſhoulders 


that he groaned,and ſaid, there 1sone : [0 he (ers 
ued all, that they groaned on the matter : when 
he did come to the laſt,he payed hima gud, ſays 
ing. Yere is the twelfth man. Gods blefings 
on your heart ſaid all the company, that you 
haue found out our neighbour, 


The elcucnth Tales 


vpon the high way, and there he found a 
Chee, and he puld out his ſwo2d, F pozed and 
pzicked wizh ths poynt of his ſ{wazd to take v 


and did altght, and cxke vp the Cheeſe, and 
did ride his way i-'th it, The manof Gottam 
dd riv2 backe to Qocitingham fo buy a long 
ſwozd to take vv t6e Cheeſe, and when he hay 


boug"khisſwozo,h2 1 eturned backe,and when he | 


| 


the Cheie. Th:re did come another manby | 


ere was a man of Gottam that did ride | 


did come to the pl ice (here the Chee bid [yes | 
he pulledouthis ſv 3, an? picked the ground | | 
ſaying, A murrio!! *xke if, if J had had this | 
ſwo2d. J had had fe Cygir my lelke, and now 


another hath got it. 


The| | 


I3 
The twelfth Tale. 


Here was a manof Gottamzand he did nof 
lone his wife: and haung a faire hatre, her 
huſband ſaid diners times. That ys would uf 
if off; and he durft not doe it when ſhe was was 
king buf when the was a flepe, ©o on a night 
he twle vp a paireof ſheeres, and layed fhent 
viider his bevs head, the which his wife per« 
caned, And then ſhe did call to her one of her 
matds, and ſatd; Goe fo bed to :y huſband, foz 
heis minded fo cut off my hatre to night ; lef 
him cuf off thy haire, and I will gue thee ag 
god a kertle aseucr thoa divit weare : the n:aid 
did ſo, and fained hcr ſelfe aflepe,the which the 
man perceiued, cut off the maids hatre, and did 
w2apit about his Heres, and laid if vider hig 
bedshead and fell aſlcepe. The wife mad? her 
inatd fo riſe, andtwke the haire and the ſheres, 
and went info the hall,cnd their bn Þ haire. 
Themanhada hozſe the which he md loue as 
boue all things (as ſhe did well know.) The 
god wife wenf into her hn\bands Sfable 
and cut off the hozſe fatle, and did w2ap ths 
Sheres inthe V)s2ſe taile, and laid them vn- 
der her hizfbands head. Jn the mozning ſhea& 
did riſe betimes,and did ſit by the fire kembing 
of her head. Ftlaft the man div come £o the fire 

Aud 


T4 
and ſ&ing ofhis wife kembing ef her head,mar- 
nelled much thereat; Zhe Paide ſ@ing her 
Palter Landing ina bzawne ftudy,ſaiv, what 
a dinell ailes the hozſe in the Eable, fozhe bl» 
deth ſo;r 7 The god man ranns info the able, 
and found thathis hozſe taile was rat off ; h& 
 wenffohis beds head, anv vid findthe ſhares 
wzapfin his hozſe tatle, and did come G@his 
ſaving, IJ cry tho mercy, fo2 J had 
f that Jhadcut off thy hatire £o night. 
and ] haue cut off my hozſe taile. Yea, ſaid ſhe, 
ſolfe do, ſelfe haue ; many a man thinketh to doe | 
another man aſhzewd turne,and if curneth oft- 


| The thirteenth Tale. 


Pers was a man inGottam that lays x 
uAger with his wile, that ſhe@ ſhould nof 
make him enckold :no,ſaid ſhe,but J can: ſpare 
nof, quoth he, doe what thon cant. Dna time 
hid all the Opiggots and Fauſefs in the 
» andhe went into hor Unttery, and ſet 
a Barrell abzoach , and erped to hey husband 
29 faiv: I ppay you bang me hither a ſpiggot | 

a fanſef,oz elſe all the Ale will ran ont; the | 
god man ons bp anddowne, and could find | 
mne, Tomehither, ſaid He then, and yy your | 

nger 


| Arfa knane fo mocke vs, a 
| thepdeparted ontofhis bonſe 


| The fellgw was ſozry that the —_— 
| BY F 


5 
finger in the fap-hole : the pulled out her finger 
and the god-man put in his. She then called 
to her Tayloz, which did dwell af the next 


dwze, with whom ſhe made a blinde bargaine. 


And within a while after ſhe came fo her huſ- 
band, and did bzing a ®piggot and a Faulſef 
with her ; ſaying»Pull out thy finger out of the 
tap/hole gentle Cuckold, foz you have loff pour 
bargaine. J befſhzew pour heart fo2 your labour, 
ſaid the godanan 2: make no ſuch bargaines 
then ſaid the with mo, 


The fourteenth Tale. 


Yeve was a man of Gottam that had fas 
ken a Buzzard, and fo the eating of 1t div 
Ud foure oz fine Gentlemens ſernants. The 
wife had killed an old bz}-d Gooſe,and He & two 
of her Goſſips had eaten bp the 3uzzard, and 
the old Gooſe. was layd to the fire foz the Gen- 
flemens ſernanfs : and when that they were 
come , and that the old Gooſe was ſet befoze 
them; What is this then, ſaid one ofthe men? 
The god man ſaid : A god faf Wazzard. A 
Wnz3ard, ſaid they, if is an old Gooſe, andthong 
ingreat anger 
d went home, 


” 
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ſeryant were angry, and did take abagge ad 
did put in the }þuz5.41D: 16..Cyccr, &;d th. uybt 
to goe to thein, aid ijsw iycu the feat. cy of 
the 3BuzzarD, aid [0 70 4a thea. The wite 
p2ayed her haivand cr. h& weat, to i... y wma 
blocke to tyz fire, and in the meane (pace ye 
Did pull out all the 1-uzzaids feathers, and vid 
utin the Gale feat: ers; the man taking bts 
allef o2 bagge, Wweiit io the Gentlemens ſer- 
nants, and ſaid, pzay you bee ncf angiy with 
me » foz you lhall { h:re that J hada 16u33a.d; 
ſoz here be the feathers 2 and.,c opened hts vag) 
and did ſhake out a:1 the G.oſe feathers. The 
Geafleniens ſeraants ſreung the Guſe feathe. s 
ſatd : WNh74fhou knauc,couldeft thou not be con- 
fent-d to mocke vs at thine owne hon.e, bat art 
come (9 4nocae vs here? The onet cke a waſter 
- inhis hand, and did gtue F132 ag dozen Cripes, 
ſaying, Take this foz a reward, and herzaftcr 
mocke not vs any moze- 


The xv. Tale. 


& which ſhoold goe vr. ing ts a faire maide 
bts mother did warne him befog2"aind; *aying, 
when thor deft lx ke vron H-1, e-& a ſh.cpes 


eye, & ſay, how doe you ſweet pige nte* The fel | 
low went to the LButchers, and bought (even | 


04 


? 


Þere was a young ina; 8* Goftam, the | 


_—— 


i7 
eight heepes eves, and when this 
did ſit aft dinner, hee weuld Ioke vpon 
wonch, and would calt in her face a 


tiy woerx 
his faus 
; a Scopes 
eye ſaying, how doeſft thoumy paetty pigs me 2 


PÞow doe J (ſaid the wench) ſwines face ; why 
doſt thou caſt the Sheepes eve vpon me? D 
ſweet pigs nie, ſaid he, haue af thee another, I 
defie the [wines face, ſatth the wench. The fels 
low being abalhed, ſaid, what ſwet piga ie bs 
content, fo2 if thou doe line vntill the next peers2 
thou wilt be foule Sowe walke knaue walke, 
ſaid ſhe, foz if thou liue fill the nert yeres thoug 
wilt be a ſfarke knaue, a lubber anda fole. 
Dere a man may ſx that foz a mans god will, 
be ſhall haue cuill will and diſpleaſure. 


The xvj. Tale» 
ans wife of Gottam was bzought & 
bed of a Pan-child : the father vid bid the 
Goſſips, the which were childzen of eight oz 
nine y&res of age, The eldeſt childs name that 
ſhould be Godfather was named Gilbert, the 
ſecond child was named Humtrey,and the Gods 
mothers name was Chrifabel, The friends 
of them did admonilh them, ſaying, that diners 
Wmes they malt ſay after the Pzieff. When 
all wore comets the Church doze, the PzteF 
fa1d, De you agreed T” a——_ 


EE EIOES | 


Gilbert agreed of the neme 2 We youſaid Hum 
frey agred of the name 7 1Be you ſayd Chriſta« 
bel agreed of thename? the Paelt ſaid, where- 
foze be you come hither 2 Silbert ſatd, wheres 
foze be you come hither  Humtrey ſaid, wher- 
foze bee you come hither ? Chriſtabel ſaid, wher- 
koze be you come hither « The Pzieft beinga- 
could not tell what to ſay, but whiftled 
_ andſaidwhew. Gilbert whilfled # ſaid whew. 

Numfrey whiſtledand ſaid whew. and fodid 

Chriſtabel, The P2ieft being amgry ſaid, gos 

home fwoles, goe home. Goe home fwles, goe 

home, ſaid Gilbert, Goe home foles, goehome, 
(atd Humfrey, Goe home foles, goe home, ſaid 
Chriſtabell. "The P2teſt then pz8utded new 
Godfathers and Godmothers. Pere a man may 
ſe that childzen-can doe nothing without god 
ilkrucions. And they bee not wile that vill 
rogar dchildzens wozds. 


Thexvij. Tale, m_ 
\ÞPere was a man of Goffam the which | 


toutd bee married: and when the vay of 
and the time'came 
Þzieff 


marriage was a 
Hatthey ſhould bs marrted fogether,the 
ſaid, ay after me ? theman ſaid fay after me : 
the ÞP:iott ſaid, ſay not afterme ſuch twozds-but 


ay afterne as I willfell Mak 
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ſaynot after me ſuch wozds, but ſay affer me as 


3 will tell thee, The Pateft ſaid thou doeft p[ay 
the file and the knane, to mocke with this baty 
Sacraniert of Patrimonie. The fellow ſaid, 
Doelt thou play the fowle and the knaue,tomock 
with this holy Datrament of ÞÞatrimonie.The 
jzeilt could not fell what fo ſay, but ſayy,what 
ſhall J doe with this fole 2 The fellow taid, 
what thai J do with this fole, Farewell ſatid the 
Paett, 3 will not marry the : Farewell (aid 
the fellow, J willnot marry the, Zhe Paieft 
departed, howbett the fellow by other men was 
inſtructed how to oe : after that, he was mar 
ried. Aud J heard ſay, ſuch a fo:lith pzanke was 


| played at Kingitone of lats dayes. 


The xv11 Tale. ; 
Þere was a Scoftiſh many, | e which did 


dwcll at Gotfam, & z&@  Fadtaken a houlc, 
liffle from London, and ofit” he would make 


han Jnne, and to his Signe h& weuld hane a 


Þozzs-head. And hee went to London to haue 
I 1c2cg-heab mad? : Y@did come to a Caraer 
2 a Jopner, (aping in his mother tongue, 4 
ap, ſpoake, canff thou make me a Bare-head : 
Pea ſaid the Caruer, Then ſaid the @cotttths 
nan make me a 1Bare-hcab anonft Boule, and 
youſe haue twenty pence foz thy hire, J will 
W 2 doe 
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doe it ſaid the Carner. Þn S. Andrews day be- 
foze Chaiſtmas, the which is named Poule in 
Scotland, ( and in England tn the Nozth) the 
©:ottiſh man did comets London foz his 1Bozes 
bead, to ſetit at the dwze fo a ligne. I ſayſpeak 
Caid the @cottiſhman, haft thou made the bs 
head - Pea ſaid the Caruer,then theuſe a geude 
fellow. The Caruer went and did bzing a mans 
h:ab of wad that was bare, and ſaid ſir,hereis 
pour bare-head , 4 ſay, (aid the Scottiſhman, 
the mickle Dtucti is this a bare-heav ; Pea ſail 
the Carver, I ſay, ſaid the Scottiſhman, J wil 
haue a barschead,ſicke an head as doth follow! 
Pew that hath Gayces. ®1r, ſaid the Caruer, 
cannot tell what is a Dew,noz whatis aGayu, 
What herſen kenlt thor not a Sew, that wil 
gret and grone, and her Gzyces will run aftt 
her and cry aweke,awgke. Dh ſaid the Carn 
if is a Pig. Pea ſaid thy Scottiſhman, let 1 
baue his fathers head made in fimber,andmai 
me a bird, anbv (cf on her ſcalpe and canſe het! 
ſing whip whir, whep whir- The Caruer (a 
AX canuot cauſe her to ſing whip whir. U 
herſon faid the ©cottifyman, gar her as | 
Gould ſing whip whir. 
Here a man may ſe, thaf enery man 0 

delight in his gwne ſenſcs, 02 doth refoys 
his fantafie. 
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The xjx Tale. 


[ N old tyme When thele afozeſaid ics were 
(as men ofhe Countrey repozted) and ſuch 
fantaſticall matters were done at Gottam, 
which X cannot tell halſe, The wwes were gas 
thered togetherin an Alehouic,and the ape ſaid 
to the other, that they were p2ofitable fo totheir 
haulbands, Thich way gwad GoBlips laid the 
Alewife 2 Zhe fir ſaid, J ſhall tell youall good 
Goſſtps : I can neither bake, bzew,noz JF can 
Bos no wozke, Wherefoze J doemake eurry day 
hoiyday,and 5 gee fo the Alehouſe becauſe ataii 
times JF cannot goe to the Church, and in the 
Alchouſe I pzay to God to ſpezd well my huſ- 
band, aud J doe thinke my pzayer ſhall doe him 
much mo2e god, then my lavour if F ſhould 
wozke. Then ſaid the ſecond, J am p2ofitable to 
my huſband in ſauing of Candles in winter, fo2 
A doe cauſe my huſband and all mp houſeholp 
ſalkes to noe fobcd byday light, and £0 rife by 
day light. The thitd wife ſaid, and am p2ofi- 
fable to my huſband in ſpending of bzead, foz A 
will eate but l1ttle : foz to the d2inking of a nal - 
lon o2 tws of god Ale, I care foz no meate.The 
fourth wife ſaid, J am loth foſpend meate and 
_ dainkeat home 11 mine owre houſe, Wherefoze 
- J doc goe to the wine Tauerne afNeottingham, 
1D 2 any 
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and (0 fake wins and fuch things as God ſhall 
ſend me there. The fift wife ſaid,a man ſhall 
yaue ever moze company, in another mans 
hanſe then in his owne, and noft commonly ia 
an Alchoule 1s the beſt cheare ina Towne : and 
foz ſparing of meat and dzinke, and other nes 
ceſartes, I goe to the Alehouſe, Zhe ſirt wife 
faib, my huſband hath Wwoll, and Flare, and 
L9we, and to fpare if, J goe toother mens 
houſes to doe other mens wozke. The ſeventh 
wife ſaid, J dse.ſpare my huſbands wod and 
cole, and doe ſit falking all the day by other 
mens fires. Theeight ſaid, 1Befe, and £Putfon 
and Pozke1ts deare, wherefoze I doe ſpare it, 
and doe takePigge, Gooſe, Yen Chicken, Co- 
ney, and Capon, the which be of lower pzice, 
Lhe ninth ſaid, and J doe ſpare my huſbands 
Dope awd lyc: foz when he ſhould be wathed 
pnee in a weeke,J doe walſh once in a quarter of 
a yere. Then ſaid the Ale-wife, and I doe keepe 
my hi\bands Ale, that J doe bzewz from ſow- 
ret : fox whereas J was want fb dainke vp all, 
now I doe leaue neuer a d20p. 


The xx. Tale. 
() N Aſhwevdneſday the Paelk of Goffam 


ners, and ſaid, Friendz, fie time is come that 
yo! 


would haue a collation to his Parifhio-. 
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you mult vſe pzaper and falling & almefy@des; 
and this weeke ccme you to (hzift, andY wilt 
tell you moze of my mind; fo2as foz pzapers,F: 
thinke there bee nob two perſons in the Pariſh 
can ſay halfe (heir Patermoſter. As fozfaWGing 
you fait 11! : foz- you have not a god menles 
meate though the whole yeere, As foz”ahnese 
dedes» what ſhould you dae to giue any thing, 
| that haue nothing totake to? But when that. 
you come to ſh2ift, J will tell you moze of 'myp 
mind after $Þaſle : the god man that did kope 
the Ale-houſe did come to ſhift, and aboue all 
things he confeſſed himſclfe to be dzunke diners 
times in the yere-ſpectaliy in Lent-The Pziefſf 
ſaid, in Lent thou ſhouldeſt moſt refraine from 
damkenneſſe, and abſfaine fromdzinke. . 

' Notſoſaid the fellow, fo if is an oldPz0- 
nerbe, that fiſh muſt ſwim, yea ſaid the Pzieſk 
lif nuff ſwim in water : Jcryyou mercyquoth 
the =_ I thought if Gould have ſwom in 
od Ale. 

0 one affer another the men of Gottamdid 
ome 66 ſhaiff, and when they were ſh2inen, the - 
P2ioff faid, J cannot tell what penance fogine 
» Af I ſhould entoyne you fo pzayer there is 
eofyou that can fay your Pater noſter, and 
be now to od to learne.And toentoyne you 


.faſt, it were but foliſhnedle, fo2 rou Boe a 
*& Y: 
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eateagod meales meatin a y@re,wherefoze J 
Boe emopne thee fa lavour well all the wake, 


that thou waiſt fare well to dinner onthe ®un» 


dayes,and J will come to dinner and ſe if fo be 
ſo and take part : another man he did eniopne 
tofare well on Pinday, and another the Meuſ- 
ay, and one after another, that one 93 other 
Gould fare well once a weke, that hee might 
hane part of meat. And as fo2 Almes-deedes 
the Paiefk ſaid : you be but beggerg all, 
except itbe one oz two, there- 
foze beffow pour almes 
en pour ſelnes. 


(*+*) 


FINIS. 
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